[THREAD] 


What led to the Fall of Constantinople in 1453? It wasn’t the Ottoman muslim turks. The Byzantine Empire was rotting within for 
centuries due to its false sense of security and a series of miscalculations. We'll explore how it went from roses to rot. 
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NE DE CONSTANTINOPLE AU NTEMG SIECLE 





In 324 CE, Rome was in decay. Emperor Constantine | decided to move the capital of the Roman Empire to the ancient city of 
Byzantium to revive Europe into a Christian Empire. He rebuilt and beautified the capital, which was renamed Constantinople. 
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empireand with ita 
not the city he waned 
fora capital. and despite several of the biallding projects he instituted, it was decaying: 
Rome was no longer practical (Constantine even disbanded the Praetorian Guard), and 
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Toret ghrina resources fror 





churenes (Hagia Irene) and pagan temples, twas a city that remained classical yet inspired 
bya Christian god. In 380 CE the eiry was finally dedicated. 


oncientew/Constantine V 





The strategic location of Constantinople facilitated trade with the west and the resource-rich Asia minor. The presence of hills 
along with the waterfront was perfect for irrigation and was an added layer of defense. Its accessibility also made it vulnerable 
to invasions. 
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The fortification of the new Roman capital was comprised 5-m thick inner wall standing 12-m and a 2-m thick outer wall. There was a 
20-m wide 10-m deep moat, which stored and conveyed water into the city. Advanced masonry technique made the walls 
earthquake-resistant. 


L The Theodosian Walls consist of the main inner wail (ptya Telyoc, mega teichos, 
“great wair), separate rom the lower cutee wall (2s tga, ex tichos oe 
pew roc, maxon tochos, “smali walr) by a terrace, mo ponboios 
(mepigoroç) DS! Between me outer wali and tne moat (00003, souda) thara 
stretched an outer terrace, the paratocnion (Wo zw mapaneigov), wnio a iow 
Broastwork crowned the moats easter escarpment Access to botn terraces 
Was possible rough posters on the sides of the wal towers 71 
The inner walis a solid structure, 4.5-6 m thick and 12 m high It faced with 
<arotily cut imestone blocks who ts 
and crushed bricks 
‘only as a frm of decoration, but also strengthening the ccheson of the structure by bonding the stone façade mith the 
‘nora core, andincreesing enducancs lo earthquakes 28 The wall was strengthened with 95 towers marty savore bat 
aiso a few octagonal ones, free hexagonal and a se pentagonal one. They were 15-20 mal and 10-12 m wide, 
‘ad placed at regular distances, accorcng tothe risa of the terrain the intervals vary Between 21 and 7m, although 
most curtain wall sectons measure between 40 and 60 motors O91 Each towor had @ attementec trrace on me top IS 
‘ntonor was usually cvdod by a Noor into wo chambac. which cid not communicate win each omer The ower 
‘enambe, which opened trough the main wai to te cy, was used for storage. wie Me upper one couid be entered 
trom tho walls walkway, and nad windows for view and for fring proyectos, Access to no wal was provido by large 
ramps aiong thor se The lowor oer could aiso be accessed trom the penbotos by smal pstoms, Goneraly 
spe0kna, mest ofthe surviving towers of the min wall have boon rebuilt ether in Byzantine or in Ottoman tes, and 
‘only the foundations of some are of anginal Theodesian construction Furthermoe, while unt the Komnenian penod Me 
reconstructons largely remained ire to the orginal model later medications ignored the windows and embrasuces ca 
the upper store and focused on te tower terrace as the soie fohting platform! 


En Wikipedia.org/wiki/Walls_of_Constantinople 
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The tall rigid walls made with carefully-cut limestone bricks complemented by the 96 high watch towers (only 62 stand today) 
resisted scores of raids over the centuries and that included invasions from the arabs, turks, and mongols. 


‘The cuter wat was 2m tek at ts Daze, and teaturac arched chambore on the 
evel of the penbaioe, crowned with a battemenied walkway, reaching @ height of 
BORE Access to ine outor wai trom to city was provido exer through the 
‘main gates or through «mall posters on the base of the inner walls towers. The 
culer wall ikewsss had towers, situated apprommately midway between the inner 
wails towers, and acting in supporting tole to thom !# They are spaced at 48- 
78m, with an average distance of 50-66 m "2! Only 62 of the outer was tows 
urvive, With fow exceptions, they are square of crescent-shaped, 12-14 m tall and 
4 m wide (4 They foatured a rece with windows on the level of the penbolos 
crowned by a battiomented terrace, while their lowor portions wore ether sold oF 
featured small postorns, which allowed access to the outer terrace!!! The outer 
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wall war a formidable defensive edifice in its own night in the sieges of 1422 and 
1453, the Byzantines and their alles, being {co few to hold both ines of wall 
concentrated on the defence of the outer wait [$51 





The moat was <tuated at a cistance of about 20 m from the outer wall The moat 
tsei was over 20 m wade and as muchas 10m deep. featuring a 15m tat 
crenaliated wall on the inner Ste, seeing a a Fest ine of detence (EE Transverse wale cross the moat tapering 
towards the top <0 as nat to be used as bridges Some of them have been shown to contain pipes carrying water into the 
Oty trom the hil country to the atys norin and west Thess rola has meretere bean interpreted as that of aquadcts for 
filing the maa! and as dame dniding i into compartments and allowing the water la be retaned over the course of the 
wais. according to Alexander van Milngen, however, haro is Mtie direct evidence in ho accounts ot tho city's sieges 10 
Suggest mat the moat was ever actually loaded 471i the sections north of the Gate of St Romanus. the steepness of 
the siopes of the Lycus valley made the construction maintenance of the moal problematic. its probable therofore that 
the moat ended at ho Gale of St Romanus. and did not resume unti! after the Gate of Adrianople 13°] 


En. Wikipedia.org /wiki/Walls_of_constantinople 





Theodosius I fartified the capital of the Eastern Roman Empire with new 
Walis 13 meters high to prevent the invasion ofthe Huns led by Udin, 
‘which advanced towards Thrace. These Impenetrable walis that seemed 10 
resistan defend rhe capital for eternity. 1n 425, Theodostus founded a 
university near the Tranas Foram Watie Reme decayed and was plundered 
by Visigothsoř Alaric, even by Genseric'e vandals, or directly threatoned by 










Attili Huns 





ialis af Constantinople had proved impenetrable and no 
"barbarie" population dared te stari the prosperous capital due to its close 
ties withthe rich Etern Provinces 





Constantinople 2nd view..obviously the greatest fortified city on earth 
pinterest.com/pin/65583738294175831/ : 











Medium cem/nbtorystestarayithehisorvotlonsantneple 77 le 


Given the common occurrences of wars and disputes, maps and borders of territories fluctuated. The Roman empire of 555 AD, with 
its capital being Constantinople, reached its height of expansion as shown... 
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The empire in 555 under Justinian the Great, at its greatest extent since the fall of the Western Roman Empire (its vassals in pink) 


enwikipedia.org/wiki/Byzantine_Empire#/media/FilehustinianSSSAD.png 


Constantinople had a booming agricultural-based economy that produced ample food for trade & self-sustenance. There were 
farms within and beyond the walls; a lot of them owned & operated by churches. The Golden Horn provided ample supply of fish 
for the seafood trade. 
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At the same time the economy had expanded dramatically, mostly generated by several decades of peace FON TOAN ep quyar oyrot upee t 
inthe regions around the ct. The farms of Thrace and Bithynia poured foodstuffs into the city and even f Pi 
produced surpluses for trade. Merchant ships moved from port to port buying them up and selling them aoine 3y 
in cities along their way. Constantinople was a city-state that prospered when its immediate hinterland = 

did, there may have been a period of exceptional positive climate conditions that increased yields of grain 
and oil 





Bread was a staple 


of the daily menu that was miled and then baked in large commercial operations. Bread and fish were the 
essentials that kept the city going. 











here were 20,000 or more civil employees who 
within the grounds of the Great Palace. Most 
state ea ‘were catered their meals on the job in the palace, where there were kitchens and bakeries 
working non-stop to feed them and the courtiers attached to the court itself, There were also several 
thousand members of the Imperial guards who were fed by the state and a large number of them were 








housed in barack within the gates of the Great Palace. Allo these people notonlyatebuttheydrenk = By yay DATTE S. 
large amounts of wine and beer everyday. Workers on the field (down) and pay time (up), Byzantine Gospel of ih century. 
pallasweb.com/deesis/great-palace-of-constantinople-12th-century.html ei ine rt eel 8, 


eupnoeic 


The beautiful Christian capital was filled with so many visual delights that provided a heavenly ambiance. Visitors often gazed 


in awe of the many captivating monasteries, palaces, displays of ancient and religious relics, gardens, and colonnaded 
streets. 
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| 


Ú The Senate House of Magnaura, Constantinople. 





Constantinople was full of life as it facilitated districts filled with shops on marbled streets and staircases leading to different 
levels of the city accompanied by roofs. Women were the driving force in running these shops and free to sell many artistic 
goods. 


(9/51) On the right is a tiny óth century Byzantine cosmeties jar made 


of ivory and gold. The handle is a gold cupid. 


Itis estimated that Constantinople at its height in the 12th 
century had 2.600 shops lining the main streets averaging 
32x 20 feet in size. Hagia Sophia owned 1100 of them in 
the time of Justinian. Can we guess that Constantinople 
had close to 50 shops that sold perfumes, rose water and 
rose oil? 


Byzantine shops were built of brick, around 33 ft (10m) 
wide and 22 ft (7m) deep. They had wide openings onto 
the Mese - the main shopping street of Constantinople - 
marble framed doorways and floors of both marble and tile. Doors were left open so potential shoppers 
could see the products for sale inside, and other wares were displayed in front of the doors. Shops had 
basements and water basins. Stairs lead up to a second floor. There were frequent fires, so stores were 
often rebuilt over the years The Mese -and most of the shopping streets - were paved with marble. 

Many had colonnades with staircases leading to roofs decorated with sculptures that operated like open 
promenades The Mese had hanging street lamps to accommodate evening shoppers that were paid for 
by the eity government, n 1332 the famous Muslim traveler, Ibn Battuta. visited the bazaar of 
Constantinople and remarked that allithe/shops Were run by Women and theartisans whoimade thingstor) 


‘the shops were also women. He also tells us the streets and bazaars were paved with flagstones and very 
‘spacious, 








pallasweb.com/deesivthe-rores-ol-constantinople Ht 


Constantinople - Pera - Grand Street 





In 532 AD, Emperor Justinian decided to reach new architectural achievement to pay tribute to God and ordered the construction 
of what will be considered one of the most beautiful churches the world has ever seen. 
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The Hagia Sophia was built in less than 6 years. Its external magnificence is attributed to a beautiful towering 105-foot dome. The 
inside was even more impressive with acres of beautiful gold mosaic and wealth of colored marbles. 
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Sophia was built in the remarkably short time of about six years, 





sual for the period in whiel it was built, the 








Hagia Sophia combines a longitudinal basilica and a centralized building in a 


wholly with a huge s-metre (205-foot) m 





a dome supported 





on pendentives and two semidomes, one on either side of the longitudinal axis, 


Tn plan the building is almost square. There are three aisles separated by 





vith galleries above and great marble piers rising up to support the 





The walls above the galleries nid the base of the domo are pierced by 





windows, which in the glare of daylight obseure givethe 





supporisa 


impression that the canopy flosts on air 





“It seems not to rest upon solid masonry but to cover the space beneath as though suspended from heaven.” 
—Procopius, a prominent Byzantine Greek scholar 
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“We knew not whether we were in Heaven or earth. For on earth there is no such splendor and beauty, and we are at a loss to 
describe it. We only know that there God dwells among men.” — an ambassador from Kiev 
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Hagia Sophia wasn’t the only beautiful expression of their devotion to God. There were at least 48 churches and monasteries built in 
Constantinople. Those include the Chora Monastery, Zoodochos Pege, and Pantokrator, just to name a few. 
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Church of Zoodochos Pege 





In Constantinople, Christianity was not only a religion, it was a way of life with its daily prayers and nightly vigils. 
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syzantium was not only the last heir to the Roman Empire, it was also the fst 
Christian nation. From its founding, the capital city was conceived as the replica of 
heaven, a manifestation of the triumph cf Christ, and its ernperor was considered 
fian worship was evident everywhere: in the 





God's vice-regent on earth. 








raised. domes of the churches, the tolling of bells and wooden gongs, the 
monasteries, the huge number of monks and runs, the endless parade of icons 
around the streets and walls, NETSESAS G pa a 
ceremony within which the devout citizens and their emperor lived. Fašts, feast 
days, and all-night vigils provided the calendar, the clock, and the fras 
fl The city became the storehouse of the relics of Christendom, collected from 
the Holy Land and eyed with envy by Christians in the West, Kere they had the 
head of John the Baptist, the crown of thorns, the rails from the cross, and the 
stone from the tomb, the relics of the: apostles, and a thousand other miracle 
working artifacts encased in reliquarjes of god and studded with gems, Orthodox 
religion worked powerfully on the emotions ofthe people through the intense 
calor of its mosaics and icons, the mysterious beauty of its liturgy rising and 
fling in the darkness of lamplit churches, the incense and the elaborate 
‘ceremonial that enveloped church and emperor alike in a labyrinth of gorgeous 

















ish the senses with its m 





ritual designed to 
Russian visitor who witnessed an imperial coronation in 1391 was astonished by 
the skow-motion sumptuousness ofthe event: 





ors of the heavenly sphere. A 





Churches were often decorated with tapestries of saints, artifacts, crosses, and many other relics. One church had the actual crown 
of thorns and nails secretly stored and occasionally had it on display. 
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Roses were a common delight as one walks through the streets of Constantinople. Gardens and hedges with roses were part of 
the beautiful aesthetics of churches, which owned a lot of land. Extracts from roses provided fragrances and refreshments with 
rose sugar. 


seat houses" - monasteries and merchant companies ot families For example, in 1351 the Panagiotissa 

(17/51) convent owned properties located on the hillside below the Phanarion quarter that included houses, a 
bath, gardens and avinayard. The great cathedral church of Hagia Sephia owned shops ard farms around 
the cty The people who ved and worked on the land in the city were tenant famers. 


SEERA WE SONAE] These hedges could incorporate multiple types of dimong 
roses grown together, with the longcanes woveninand out They were highly effective in keeping 
animals» and robbers - out of cutvated gardens 


On the left s a 6th century Byzantine cosmenies ar in rock 
cyst gold gee and topped with blve sapphire. 


Theroses of Constantinople were mentioned by travelers 
tothe city. They were one of the most interesting natural 
featuesct the ty Roses were the royal omer fr 
Byzantine gardeners. We know the Byzantine Emperors 
were avid powers of roses or ther lowers. imgance and 
mediana! qualites When the Emperor traveled his 
entourage packed a special silver cooler with a cover for his 
tose oil- rhodostagma. which was an extract of roses 
prepared with honey. Essence of roses was an essential 
productin the Byzantine pharmacy. rose water is called 





zoulápin in Byzantine Greek. 


The Byzantines were the fyrst to make roge sugar, which was a popular medieval sweet Rose water aiso 
was mixed with salep, a four made hom crushed orchid tubers. and drunk as a fortifying beverage as early 
as the seventh century in Constantinople. 


palaaven comdes 





People within and beyond the city took the aesthetics of God’s house seriously. A nun challenged the order of an Iconoclastic 
emperor to remove relics from a Church, and was executed. Theodosia was martyred as a Saint and had a beautiful 
monastery named after her. 
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On January 19, 729, at the very beginning of the iconoclastic 
persecutions, Emperor Leo IIT the Isaurian ordered the removal 
of an image of Christ which stood over the Chalké Gate, the main 
gate of the Great Palace of Constantinople. While an officer was 
executing the order, a group of women gathered to prevent the 
operation, and one of them, a nun named Theodosia, let him fall 
from the ladder. The man died, and Theodosia was captured and 
executed. 


After the end of Iconoclasm, Theodosia was recognized as a 
martyr and saint, and her body was kept and venerated in the 
Church of Saint Euphemia in the Petrio, in the quarter named 
Dexiokratiana, after the houses owned here by one Dexiokrates. 
The church and adjoining monastery were erected by Emperor 
Basil I at the end of the ninth century. The monastery hosted his 
four daughters, who were all buried in the church. Saint 
Euphemia lay near the Monastery of Christos Evergetes, whose 
foundation date is unknown. It is only known that it was 
restored by protosevastos John Komnenos, son of Andronikos I 
Komnenos and brother of co-emperor John, who died fighting in 
the battle of Myriokephalon in 1176. On April 12, 1204, during 
the Fourth Crusade, the Latin fleet gathered in front of the 
Monastery of the Evergetes before attacking the city. During the 
Latin Empire, the navy had its anchorage in front of the 
monastery, and the naval port was kept there by Michael VIII 
Palaiologos also after the restoration of the Byzantine Empire. 
Many sacred relics kept in the church were looted by the 
Crusaders and many still exist in churches throughout western 
Europe. 








johnsanidopoulos.com/2011/05/monaster 





The Monastery of Saint Theodosia In 
Constantinople 





In 905 CE, Leo VI hosted muslim ambassadors to discuss exchange of prisoners. He took them inside in the Hagia Sophia and 
showed them relics that were considered highly sacred. Leo VI received a huge public backlash. No emperor was above the 
sanctity of the Church. 


In Spring 905, Constantine's father Leo VI, received Muslim ambassadors from Abd al-Baqi of Tarsus in 
(19/51) Constantinople to discuss an exchange of prisoners. Leo had won a great victory over the Emirate of Amey Maiak aadu raa 
Tarsusin 900 destroying their amy and capturing the emir himself. The son of the emir was a part of this 
mission, Leo treated the ambassadors with great hospitality during their stay in the city in part by 
showering them with luxuries. Though his staff af the bedchamber Leo provided the ambassadors with. 
“Vine Homer scent and rosewater, musk. fragrant essences and other perfumes. They washed with the chased 
siver basins and ewers that were there, and they cried themselves with very precious hand-towels and they were 
generously anointed rth perfumed ails and sweet-smelling essences and unguents" Dunga recepton for 
themin the Chrysotrikinos of the palace, surounded by gold and silver furniture in a chamber hung with 
gold curtains, the floor was strewn with myrtle, rosemary and roses 


Below is a manuscript ilustation 
from the Madid Chronicle of Skylitzes showing this event it's interesting to notice that the columns are 
black and have gilded omament in their arches. The Muslim ambassadors would have ben escorted along 
one ofthe aisles - probably the north aisle - and shown the the items from the Treasury near the great red 
Porphyry columns of the northeast exhedra. The white marble arcades above the columns were gjlded. so 
itreal could be showrng the event. Plgims and vistors to Haga Sophia were routed from the inner 
rarthex.into Hagia Sophia along this route. The Treasury was also on the northeast side ofthe church. 
When the mission ended the son of the emir was so impressed by his reception and the luvuries of the 
‘ty that he wantedto stay longer, evento stay as some sort of diplomatic mission, but his father 
demanded he retum tohis own land. 








plane com/deosithe-oses of constantinope htm 


However, the East’s practice of faith became less practical and too philosophical. Instead of learning from mistakes and 
the lessons from the Bible, they tend to attribute everything to God including the failures of many emperors and the 


lack of duty among the people. 
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St. Sophia in cross-section 


The Byzantines lived their spiritual life with an intensity hardly matched in 
the history of Christendom. 





“The city is full of 
workmen and slaves who are all theologians,” reported one irritated visitor, “If 
you ask a man to change money he will tell you how the Son differs from the 
Father. If you ask the price of a loaf he will argue that the Son is less than the 
Father. if you want to know if the bath is ready you are told that the Son was made 
out of nothing.” Was Christ one or many? Was the Holy Spirit descended just from 
the Father or from the Father and the Son? Were icons idolatrous or holy? These 
were not idle questions: salvation or damnation hung on the answers. Issues of 
orthodoxy and heresy were as explosive as civil wars in the life of the empire, and 


they undermined its unity just as effectively. 
Everything 
was ordaine i, and misfortune on any scale, from the Toss of a purse to a 


major siege, was considered to be the result of personal or collective sin, The 
emperor was appointed at God's bidding, but if he were overthrown in a palace 
coup ~ hacked to death by plotters or stabbed in his bath or strangled or dragged 
along behind horses or just blinded and sent into exile - (for imperial fortunes 
were notoriously unstable), this was God's will too and betokened some hidden 
sin, And because fortune was foretold, the Byzantines were superstitiously 





Roger Crowle (2013). 1453: he Holy Wor for Constantinople ond the Clash of 
Biarn ond the West. United States: Hachette Boohs ISBN 9781401305581 





Christian Europe was united once but differences in customs (use of unleavened bread) resulted in a bitter power struggle. In 
1054, the Latin Western Church split with the Greek Orthodox Church. The disunity would have serious repercussions in 
centuries to come. 


f Thea East-West Schism also te Great Schism or Sehlem of 1084) is to tveek ot communonsinco ta cet beeen mmr perro 
21/51 ' 
( ) tna Ce and Easter rbot Cruces I The schism was e cuminatonoftheoiogcalandpolicalaterences oi West Schism 


Which had developed during the preceding centunes between Eastern and Westem Chnistaniy. Christianity 
Assuccession of ecclesiastical diferences and theological disputes between the Greek East and Latin West predated the formal East-West Schism, also called Schism of 1054. event that precipitated the 


n fn eprint th Ease Cit ces lib te pala of 
Spit that ocuredin 1064! ‘Constantinopl, Michel Cera) the Western chic eà by Pope Leo 
1) The exon the pope ma the pan 3059 
ce needin cr Mey The ements wee ot ied 
9 wen Pope ol Vand Poa aga ling el 


An 1053, the frst sopin the process which ed to a formal schism was taken the Gree churches in southern aly were forced osama tn Joris 18 Pred weenie cremenie 
canlorm to Latin practices andi any ofthe didn, they were Korce to close IPIT in rataiaton, tha Ecumenical Patach ot ic ve Wk SOA 
Constantinople Michael | Cola ordered the closure of all Latn churches in Constantinogie. — T 


= eee 
























Bayer says te legation was sentin response to two letters, one from the emperor seeking assistance in arranging a common 
rita Campaign by te eas and western empires against te Normans, andthe theo Carla T2] On te retusa! ot 
Cerularus to accept the demand, the ader ofthe lagation, Cardinal Humbert of Siva Candida, 0.8, excommunicated him, 
and in retum Cerularius excommunicated Humbert and the other legates Ths was only the frst act in a cenuniesong process 
tha eventualy became a complete schism! 

















En.wikipedi.org/wiki/East-West_Schism britannieacom/event/Eat West Schism 1054 


With wealth came envy and covetousness. From the Persians to the Arabs, and then the Turks, sieges became a way of 
life. The strong fortified walls, which people grew to depend on, kept invaders at bay. The Byzantines made sure that the 
walls were well maintained. 


The empire at its height ringed the Mediterranean from Italy to Tunis, but 
expanded and contracted continuously under the pressure ofthese neighbors like 
an enormous map forever curling atthe edges. Year after year imperial armies 
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and fleets departed from the great harbors on the Marmara shore, banners flying 
and trumpets sounding, to regain a province or secure a frontier. Byzantium was 
an empire forever at war, and Constantinople, because of its position at the 
crossroads, was repeatedly pressured from both Europe and Asia. The Arabs were 
merely the most determined in along succession of armies camped along the land 
walls in the first five hundred years of its existence. The Persians and the Avars 
came in 626, the Bulgars repeatedly in the eighth, ninth, and tenth centuries, 
Prince Igor the Russian in 941. Siege was a state of mind for the Greek people and 
their oldest myth: after the Bible, people knew Homer's tale of Troy, It made them 
both practical and superstitious. (THEMmiaineehanee OF the City Walls Was Constant 
civic duty; granaries were kept stocked and cisterns filled, but psychic defenses 
were also held to be of supreme importance by the Orthodox faithful, the Virgin 
was the protector of the city; her icons were paraded along the walls at times of 
crisis and were considered to have saved the city during the siege of 717, They 
provided a confidence to equal the Koran, 





‘ fot rover 1853 The Worf Cntntope ond eC of tom ond 
Second Siege of Constantinople 717-716 - HistoryNet he Met eed Sates Hachette Books, ISAN 7810120588, 





With strong walls came the growing weakness of the people in Constantinople and its leaders, who became too 
complacent. They were negligent in keeping other sources of defense, such as their military, up to the necessary condition 
to fight a new enemy. 
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Emerging was a growing enemy, the Turks, with razor sharp instinct for warfare due to hostile environments from invading 
tribes. Their combat superiority stemmed from their tactical ability to use a bow and arrow with deadly precision while 
swiftly riding a horse. 


Byzantium suffered the repeated depredations of these Turkic nomads long 
(24/51) before it knew the name. The earliest Turks to impact on settled Greek speakers 
were probably the Huns, who surged across the Christian world in the fourth 





inexplicable as a plague of locusts devastating the land. The Byzantines attributed 
these visitations to God’s punishment for Christian sin. Like their cousins the 
Mongols, the Turkic peoples lived in the saddle between the great earth and the 
greater sky and they worshiped both through the intermediary of shamans, 
Restless, mobile, and tribal, they lived by herding flocks and raiding their 
neighbors. Booty was a raison d'être, cities their enemy. Their use of the 
composite bow and the mobile tactics of horse warfare gave them a military 





superiority over settled peoples that the Arab historian Ibn Khaldun saw as the 


key process of history. 
[B@lfoeEifcations that protect thems the Bedouins have no gates and walls. They 


always carry weapons. They watch carefully all sides of the road. They take 
hurried naps only ... when they are in the saddle. They pay attention to every faint 
barking and noise. Fortitude has become a character quality of theirs, and courage 
their nature.” It was a theme that would soon re-echo in both the Christian and 
the Islamic worlds. 


Roger Crowley (2013). 1453: The Holy Wor for Constantinople and the Clash of slom ond the 
West. United Sates: Hachette Books. (SBN 9783401305582 





One of the biggest events that not only demoralized but permanently weakened the Byzantine Empire was the defeat of 
Manzikert by the Seljuk Turks (few centuries before the Ottoman Empire). Thus began the decline of the Byzantine. So 
what led to this game-changing defeat? 






(25/51) ‘Seismic proportions that was to haunt thei future. The efecte mere catastrophic; 


fonan aek irin ata rada acap itself. 






they now ve 
After the hot deserts of Iran and Iraq, the high rolling plateau was a landscape 
that suited these nomads from central Asia with their yurts and two-humped 
camels, ith them came both the structure of Orthodox Sunni religion and more 
fervent Islamic strands: Sufis, dervishes, wandering holy men who preached both 
jihad and a mystical reverence for saints that appealed to the Christian peoples. 





hey were largely unresisted by a mixed Chi 
whom converted to Islam, while others were only too glad to be rid of taxation 
and persecution from Constantinople. Islam held Christians to be “People of the 
Book"; as such they were afforded protection under the law and freedom of 
worship. Schismatic Christian sects even gave Turkish rule a positive welcome: 
“on account of its justice and good government, they prefer to live under its 
administra wrote Michael the Syrian, “the Turks, having no idea of the 
sacred mysteries ... were in no way accustomed to inquire into professions of faith 
or to persecute anyone on their account, in contrast to the Greeks,” he went on, “a 
wicked and heretical people.” Internal quarrels in the Byzantine state encouraged 
the Turks; they were soon invited to help in the civil wars that were fragmenting 
Byzantium. The conquest of Asia Minor happened so easily and with so little 
resistance that by the time another Byzantine army was defeated in 1176, the 
possibility of driving back the incomers had gone forever. Manzikert was 
irreversible. By the 1220s Western writers were already referring to Anatolia as 
Turchia. Byzantium had lost its resources of food and manpower for good. And at 
almost the same moment a matching catastrophe overwhelmed Constantinople 
from a more unexpected quarter - the Christian West. 
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Romanos IV became the Emperor in 1067 under circumstances disputed by those with imperial lineage and thus had 
political enemies. He inherited a poorly trained military & had to hire undisciplined mercenaries. His biggest blunder 


was underestimating the skilled Turks. 
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Campaigns against the Turks pest] 


Romanos IV was now the senior emperor and guardian of his stepsons and 

junior co-emperors, Michael VII, Konstantios, and Andronikos Doukas I 

However, his elevation had antagonised not only the Doukas family, 

[etaton needed] in particular the Caesar, John Doukas who led the opposition ot 

the palace officials to Romanos’ authority, but also the Varangian Guard, who 

openly expressed their discontent at the marriage of Eudokia.!*! Romanos 

therefore decided that he could only exercise his authority by placing himselfat Goi histamenon of Romanos IV. Michael ê 
the head ofthe army in the fel, thereby focusing the whole govemmentss ee Sn a, 
attention on the war against the Turks l?! Romanos |V and Eudokia Makremboltissa 
By 1067, the Turks had been making incursions at will into Mesopotamia, ANNEER: 

Melltene, Syria, Cilicia, and Cappadocia, culminating with the sack of 

Caesarea and the plundering of the Church of St Basil!! That winter they camped on the frontiers of the empire and waited 
for the next year's campaigning season, Romanos was confident of Byzantine superiority on the field of battle, looking on 
the Turks as little more than hordes of robbers who would melt away at the first encounter."®) He did not take into account 
the degraded state of the Byzantine forces,!""l which had suffered years of neglect from his predecessors, in particular 
Constantine X Doukas. His farces, mostiy composed of Sclavonian, Armenian, Bulgarian, and Frankish mercenaries, were 
il-discipined, disorganised, and uncoordinated, and he was not prepared to spend time in upgrading the arms, armour, or 
tactics of the once-feared Byzantine army."'] It was soon evident that while Romanos possessed military talent, his 
impetuosity was a serious flaw 103007 neeoso] 


en Wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanos_IV_Diogenes 


The treasury of the Byzantine didn’t help Romanos as there were high expenditures. French mercenaries protested disciplinary rules 
and pay delays so they looted countryside Anatolia. This allowed the Turks to take over more territory from the Byzantine empire. 
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Campaign of 1069 [edt] 
Pians for the folowing year's campaigning were rill thonn ito 


though Cispin was 
captured ad elt Abydos, the Franks contned to ravage he 


Fe Copper fois ot Remanos The = 
Aumeniac Theme fr some time! 


ves saws Crs Parte white 
reverse depts across quartered wi he 
letters COPA for the matio Eraupe 09 
Pore Puparvoy Seombany ("Thy Cross aid 
Desperate to begin his campaign propet, he ordered the execution of al the Lord Romanos"! 

piisoners, even a Selhak chieftain who offered to pay an immense 

tansom for his ife. "] Having brought a measure of peace tothe 

province, Romanos marched towards he Euphrates via Meitene, and crossed the river at Romanopols, hoping to 


‘ake Aktiat on Lake Van and thus protect the Armenian frontes| 9) 


Romanos placed himset al the head o a substantia body of troops and began his march towards At, leaving the 
bulk ofthe army under the command of Philaretos Brachamios with orders to defend the Mesopotamian tnt") 
Philarelos was socn defeated by the Turks, whose sack of Iconlum forced Romanos to abandon his plans and 
tetum to Sebaste. He sent orders 1o fhe Dux of Antioch to secure the passes at Mopsuesta, while he atiempted to 
‘un cov the Turks at Heraiela""! The Turks were soon hemmed in nthe mountains cf Cilia, but they managed 
1o'escape to Aleppo afer abandoning their plunder. Romans once again retuned to Consantnope whut he 
neat veiory he was hoping fo") 








Affairs at Constantinople {ov 


Romanos was detained at Constantinople!" in 1070, while he dealt with many outstanding administrative issues, 
Including the imminent fall of Bari into Norman hands. They had been besieging it since 1068, but it had taken Romanos 
‘wo years to respond!" He ordered a relief feet to set sail, containing sufficient provisions and troops to enable them to 
hold out for much longer. The fleet was intercepted, however, and defeated by a Norman squadron under the command of 
Roger, the younger brother of Robert Guiscard" forcing the final remaining outpost of Byzantine authority in Italy to 
surrender on 15 April 1074.07! 


Meanwhile, Romanos was undertaking a number ot unpopular reforms at home "I parmaauosaiargreayaeatoni] 
| He reduced the public salaries pabd to 

much ofthe court nobiity, as well as reducing the profts of tradesmen. His preoccupation wih the miliary had also made 
him unpopular with the provincial governors and the miltary hierarchy, as he was determined to ensure they coul not 
‘abuse their positions, especially through corrupt practices. l") 

Romanos was also deeply unpopular wit the common pecple, as he neglected to entertain them 
‘with games at the hiopodrome, nor did he alleviate the burdens of the peasants in the provinces.!"" All this animosity 
‘would hep his enemies when the ime came that hey moved against him, 


"Nevertheless, he did not forget his principal target, the Turks. Being unable to go on campaign himseff!"" he entrusted the 
imperial army toone of his generais, Manuel Komnenos, nephew of the former emperor Isaac 1, and elder brother to the 
future emperor Alexios.l'*] He managed to engage the Turks in battle, but was defeated and taken prisoner by a Turkish 
‘general named Khrouc, Manuel convinced Khroud] to go to Constantinople and see Romanos in person to conclude an 
alliance, which was soon completed!" This act motivated the Seljuk Sultan Alp Arsian to attack the Byzantine Empire, 
besieging and capturing the important Byzantine fortresses of Manzikert and Archesh.??! Romanos, in retum, offered to 
offically exchange Manzikert and Archesh for Hleropols in Syria, which Romans had taken three years previously!@° 


en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romanos_IV_Diogenes 





The political state of the Byzantine government was plagued with corruption. Instead of focusing on the growing threat of the 
Turks, the Byzantine political establishment wanted to destroy Romanos, who was the only one eager to address the real 
problem. 
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Romanos was detained at Constantinoplel""! in 1070, while he dealt with many outstanding administrative issues, 
Ineludng he rrinen: ao Sar nto Nera Manas, They had been besieging Itsince 1068, but It hac taken Romanos 
two years to respond I Ha ondare a relie Rast set sal, containing sufcent provisions an Woops to enable them to 
hold out for much tonger; The feet was intercepted, however, and defeated by a Norman squadron under the command of 
‘Roger, the younger brother of Robert Guiscard, foreing the final remaining outpost of Byzantine authority in Italy to 
surrender on 15 Api 1071101 


Meanwhile, Romanes was undertaking a number of unpopular reforms at home|" He reduced a great deal of 
Unnecessary pubile expenciture on court ceremanials and beauttying the captal."® He reduced the public salaries pald to 






tI He incurred me displeasure ot the mercenaries by enforcing 
much needed discipine. Romanos was also deeply unpopular with the common people, as he neglected to entertain them 
with games atthe hippodrome, nor did he alleviate the burdens of tne peasants in the provinces? AN this animosity 
wouid help his enemies when the time came that they moved against him. 


Nevertheless, he did not forget his principal target, the Turks. Being unable to go on campaign hime!" he entrusted the 
Imperial army to one ot his generals, Manuel Komnenos, nephew of the former emperor Isaac I, and elder brother to the 
future emperor Alexios SI He managed to engage the Turks in bartie, but was defeated and taken prisoner by a Turkish 
general named Khroud), Manuel convinces Khroud o go to Constantinople and see Romanos In person to conciude an 
allance, which was soon completed]! This act motvated the Saluk Suttan Alp Arslan fo attack the Byzantine Empire, 
besieging and capturing the important Byzantine fortresses of Manzikert and Archesh.P°I Romanos, in retum, offered to 
offically exchange Manzikert and Archesh for Hletopols In Syria, wnich Romanos had taken three years previousiyi??] 
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At the battle of Manzikert, Romanus stood no chance against the Turks. His treasonous generals plotted to betray him & hired swords 
mutinied. But he made a bad situation worse. When offered a favorable truce, Romanos decided to fight. He was captured & then 


humiliated. 


1 wat not long before the war that had smoidered guetly for centuries 
between christians and musiims along the southern frontiers of Anatolia flared 
(29/51) tack into life under this ew imei, The Seljuk in Baghdad were troubled hy 
unnuly nomadic tribesmen ~ the Turkmen ~ whose desire for plunder was a 
discordant note in the Islamic heartland. They encouraged these tribal fighters to 
turn thelr energy west on Byzantium the Kingslom of Rum, By the middle of the 
leventh century marauding pari warriors were raiding Christian Anatoli in the 
name of holy war s0 frequently that R became essential for the emperor in 





Constantinople ta take decisive action, 

in March 1071, the emperor Romanus 1V Diogenes set out personally to the 
ust to repair this situation. In August he ret not the Turkmen, but a Seljuk army 
ed by its brilliant commander Sukan Alp Arslan, "the heroi lion,” at Manzikert 
in eastern Anatolia. It was a curious affair. The sultan was unwiHing to fight. His 
key objective was not war against Christians but the destruction of the detested 
Sil regime in Egypt. He proposed a truce, which Romar refused 





j was to prove a Upping point in work 
history - and a disaster for Constantinople. 









Battle of Manzikert and capture by Alp Arslan | ai) 
Main articl: Battle of Manzikert 


Early in the spring of 1071, whlist conducting negotiations with Alp Arslan over Manzikert, P? 
Romanos marched at the head of a large army with the intent of recovering the forrest 
Was soon evident that the army had a serious discipline problem, wih soldiers regularly 
pllaging the area around their nightly camps. When Romanos atiempted to enforce some 
stricter discipiine, a whole regiment of German mercenaries mutinied, which the emperor 
only managed 10 control with the greatest diftcuty 2?! 


Beleving that Alp Arslan was nowhere near Manzikert, he decided to divide his army. One 
part of the army he dispatched to attack Akhlat, at that time in possession of the Turks.) 
Romanos himself advanced withthe main body ofthe army on Manzikert, which he soon 
‘ecaptixed 1 At this point his advance guard met the Seljuk army, which was rapidly 
approaching Manzikert. Romanos ordered the forces attacking Akhiat to rejoin the army, but 
thelr portion ofthe army unexpectedly came across another large Turkish army. forcing them 
to retreat back into Mesopotamia 25) Already under strength, Romanos’ army was further 





Ap Arslan humiliating Emperor © 
Romaes IV From a tSthcentuy 


weakened when his Uzes metcenares deserted othe Turks! Asad French endabon of 
acces De Cadus Wonen 
Arslan had no desire to take on the Byzantine army, so he proposed a peace treaty with mae 


favourable terms for Romancs "41 The emperor, cager for a decisive military victory, rejected 
the offer, and both armies lined up fora bate, which tock place on August 26, 1071.5) The 
battle lasted al day without either side gaining any decisive advantage, unt the emperor ordered a part of his centre fo retum 10 
‘camp. The order was misunderstood by the right wing.) however, and 










The Turks now began to press 





in on the Byzantine army. 
‘When Romanos discovered what had happened, he ted to recover the situation by making a defiant stand, He fought on 
vallanty after his horse was killed under him, but he received a wound in the hand, which prevented him from welding a sword, 


‘and he was soon taken prisoner #61 
en.wikipedis.org/wiki/Romanos_IV_Diogenes 


The humiliation didn’t just end there. The Byzantine empire was losing city after city; it lost Edessa, Hieropolis, and Antioch and their 


weak military couldn’t quell the invasions. 


(30/51) The Byzantine Empire 


‘The Byzantine Empire had long been in control of Jerusalem and other sites holy to 
Christians but, in the latter decades of the llth century CE, they lost them dramatically to 
the Seljulks, a Turkish tribe of the steppe. The Seljuks, already having made several raids 
into Byzantine territory, shockingly defeated a Byzantine army at the Battle of Manzikert in 
ancient Armenia in August 1071 CE. They even captured the Byzantine emperor Romanos 
IV Diogenes (r. 1068-1071 CE), and although he was released for a massive ransom, the 
emperor also had to hand over the important cities of Edessa, Hieropolis, and Antioch. The 
defeat astonished Byzantium, and there followed a scramble for the throne which even 
Romanos’ return to Constantinople did not settle. It also meant that many of the Byzantine 
commanders in Asia Minor lefi their commands to stake their claim for the throne in 
Constantinople. 





Meanwhile, the Seljuks took full advantage of 
this military neglect and, c. 1078 CE, created 
the Sultanate of Rum with their capital at 
Nicaea in Bithynia in northwest Asia Minor, 
which was captured from the Byzantines in 
1081 CE. The Seljuks were even more 
ambitious, though, and by 1087 CE they 
controlled Jerusalem. 
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Here, you can see how much territory the Byzantine empire lost from 1045 to 1080. After the loss at Manzikert in 1071, the 
Byzantine empire was so weakened that it could no longer effectively repel further invasions from the East. 
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The Byzantine faced another embarrassing loss in the Battle of Myriokephalon in 1176. This embarrassment is attributed to 
the miscalculations of Emperor Manuel | Komnenos, who was a degenerate unable to control his sexual appetite. 
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MANUEL I KOM NÆ NIDS 


BYZANTINE EMPEROR 





Among Manuel's many affairs was a relationship with his own niece, Theodora, who often toyed with the emperor. The palace was 
essentially used to house his concubine. Given Manuel's lax morals on sex, he sanctioned prostitution and brothels in the Christian 


city. 
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Manvel manages to bve apriete We vation the Great Palace surrounoed br 
arvanesand prests. Thane svene rany private ertanens and hidden comdore 

thin che pale whee you coud srugge pecpcin MSFT RS 
[BIER SAGARA wich must have beer bez when e wes teenager 
‘nd wsintecieedto women on campaign withbis dad. Women: wes. grl fiende 
and prostitutes- urusanda of hem = folomedin the wae othe Bit 

Some of hemwouidhave been Bewtiu hgh cues 

ler compe. Thete women emidhave ben wel-eduened and ight hve been 
crenseleced lr Meee ined hin te snot, Lee a 
mistresses neu own nec, Theodora, who headache wth fe 
thought ha face bore the mares of senal dnealivononit Whenhevwa emperor 
Mansel pyas ble condect hi sera wit the palace and hi close coule of 
frends tis hare toimagrne what the church must have ought ofta, Iwas rot 
Ms badat consorting meh astrologers butithewac a maed man. He hada difu 
ime secwing male her, in port because he was somna ho wild onts weth any 
women wio was naths wite tast ot oceirred 1o Manuelthat he mas arsed 
because ot hi venals and thatwas he reason he could not getan heic 





Tewas commoniy believed'that the palace was fullaf loose women who debauched 
[he Emperor with thëir beauty and seduëtenessi You couid see women in the 
palace from the cy watching the nearby streets and forums from windows and 
terraces above One can imagine the stories that were told about them and what 
went onin the palace between Manuel and his niece Theodora. It was sa that she 
refused to visit Manuel in the palace unless thad just been thoroughly cleaned and 
wept outforher, She loved to str things upin advance of her arnal and see the 
effect of her power over the servants, [SESE HS aa Boe Vaasa 
money to the degtirmate son she bore him It s arnazing thatin such a religous 
society, Manuel ard Theodora managed to getaway with thee relationship without 
the ensure ofthe church 

(FREER arere BRE We know some of them were located near 
the frum of Constantine rghtin the cent of the ty {RE BRR MS aH! 
{famous and one ofthe top attractions for male vistors the crusader solders and 
[merchants as a private trace prostitution was wdespread among widows who 
peated out of thei homes and apartments, 


Under Emperor Manuel |, Jews had the free reign to openly practice their faith along with money lending. People started to notice a 


hidden push to remove relics and icons from churches and street, and vehemently despised the Jews fot 
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From The Iconoclastic Period To The Fourth Crusade 
(1204) 
legal and social status 


‘Throughout this period Jews were living in the major cites in the territories stil 
remaining under Byzantine rule. The situation of the Jews in the Byzantine 
domains of southern Italy is well documented through the contacts they had with 
Erez Israel as well as with countries under Christian rule, and by information 
given in the chronicle of "Ahimaaz. Main centers were "Bari, "Oria, and "Otranto. 






‘Their opponents, the icon worshipers, regarded this influence as a certainty, and 


BE- fna restoration oficon worship in 843 was accompanied by 
renewed violent anti-Jewish manifestations. "Basil i issued a decree ordering the 
forcible conversion of his Jewish subjects in 873-74, and in the Ahimaaz 
chronicle nels depicted as the archenemy of Judaism and the Jews. The decree 
Was rescinded by Leo vi. In B43 "Romanus | Lecapenus made another attempt 
at forcible conversion. There are reports of Jews who fled to Khazaria from 
these persecutions. Byzantine Jewry in the 11" and 12" centuries apparently 


lived under a wa ‘of absolute humiliation 
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Manuel protected the Jews. 


In Eleventh and Twelfth Centuries. 


About the year 1000 Elja of Nisibis ("Beweis der Wahrheit” p. 42) gave the folowing description ofthe Byzantine 
Jews: "The Romans tolerate many Jewish inhabitants within their borders, protect them, permit them to worship in 
pubic, and to build synagogues. The Jew in his county openly declares: am a Jew’ He cherishes his religion, prays 
in pubic, is not cated to account for it, nor is he prevented from observing it, and no dificuties are putin hs way“ The 
Nestorian metropoltan here shows how much bettar was the condition of the Jews than that of the Christan heretics: 
Moreover, it appears that tho Greek Jews were mora favorably circumstanced than their brethren in most of fhe other 
countas of Europa; the Greeks found the conduct of the Lats toward Ne Jews unjust and abhorrent (Basnage, 
“Histoire des Juifs,” v. 1749). Therefore tis an error on the part of the traveler Pethahiah to speak of the bondage of 
the Jews in Greece. He himself testifes at the end of his work hat there were a great many Jewish communities in 
Greece; consequently they could not hava been so badiy treated. The travaler Benjamin of Tudela (about 1170) also 
testifies tothe peace and prosperity enjoyed bythe Greek Jaws In Otranio, the last town in southern laly that 
remained under Byzantine rule, there were 500 Jews, butin Corfu oniy one Siciian Jew, in Arta (or Larta), 100 
famies, whose leader was significantly called "Rabbi Heracles", i Achelaos were 2 Jews in Patras, 50; in Lepanto, 
100, in Kiso near ML Pamassus, 20 Jews, engage in agriculture; in Corinth, 300, in Thebes, 2,000. A Jew tom 
Thebes is mentioned in the Messianic ketter ftom Tnpois, and Judah al-Harzi also mentons fis city is Jewish 
‘scholars stood second only to thase of Constantinople, and the best siks and purple stufis of the whole Byzantine 
empire were manufactured by ts Jews. Sikcuture had been quickly kamed by the Byzantine Jews, who became 
masters ofthe art, some of them being transported to Sicily by Roger, king of Naples In Eubaea there were 200 Jews; 
in Taburtissa, 100, in Rovinaca, 100, in Amros, a great commercial city, 400, in Vissena, 100, in Salonica, 500, in 
Mirzs, 20, n Drama, 140; in Chastopoks, 20, n Redosto, 400, in Galipoli, 200, in Kiia, 50. In Zeitum, on the borders 
of Walachia, Benjamin found 50 Jews. The Walachians pilaged the Greeks, but dd not molest the Jews, thoy even 
gave to their children Jewish names, and called themselves brothers to the Jews. 





y. were 10 communites, on Chios 400 families, on anos 300, on 
Rhodes 400, and on Cyprus several communities, among whom were some heretics 
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Within Manuel's close inner circle of people was his personal doctor, who was Jewish and had the ear of the emperor. This 
Jewish doctor was even allowed to ride a horse, a privilege rarely given in the presence of the emperor. 
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Water was very important for sanitation in the Great Palace. Manuel was especialy concemed about this 
after he had ason and heit with this second Frankish wife Maria of Antioch. Heard his family had to move 
around within the Great Palace to different wings - and even flee to Blachemee - when parts of the pelace 
became smelly. The Byzantines knew nothing of bacteria and judged the safety of rooms in the palace by 
their smell. Today we know the palace became infected with typhoid from dirty drains and polluted water 
sources Who knows how many people died of it 


Byzantine doctors were ighiy statea, DETERE verve anced eae a doctor he 


had directed field hospitals when on campaign and even set broken bones and mended wound with his 
‘own hands. His medical experience extended to the mixingand applications of medicnes, which he 
‘made Himself and forced on his friends and family. Although this might suggest Manuel had a scientific, 
fact based intellect he dabbled dangerously in astrology and the black arts, which alarmed the church. He 
planned major events and decisions on astrology and believed in the fantastic predictions of seers and 
wizards, He had been told the fist letters of the nares of his grandfather, father and himself -A | M must 
be followed byan A- so he named his son A - Alexis. When he cied in 180 he didn't believe he was 
facing death because his astrologers had told him he had 14 more years of bfe lett to reign. Therefore he 
made no arrangements for hs succession and left chaos behind him. 
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remained under Byzantne rule, thare ware 500 Jews, but in Corfu only one Sicilian Jew, in Arta (or Larta), 100 
familes, whose leader was sigritcantiy caled "Rabbi Horaclos”, ın Achelaos were 2 Jews, r Pts, 0, In Lepanto, 
100, in Krisso near Mt Pamassus, 200 Jens, engaged in agiiculture, n Corinth, 300, in Thebes, 2,000. A Jew from 
‘Thebes is mentioned in the Messianic letter from Trpolis, and Judah al-Harizi also mentions this city. lts Jewish 
‘scholars stood second only to those of Constantinople, and the bast siks and purple stufts of the whole Byzantine 
empre were manufactured dy ts ds Sikcuture hed been qucky fared by the Byzantine Jews, who became 
‘masts of hea, Some of them beng ranspated to Sly ty Roger, ng of Naples In Euboea there were 200 Jews: 
in Tapurtissa, 100, in Rovinaca, 100; n Armiros, a great commercial city, 400; in Vissena, 100, in Salonica, 509, in 
Murizzi, 20,in Drama, 140, in Ciristopoiis, 20, in Rodosto, 400, in Galipoli, 200, in Kiia, 50. I Zou, onthe borders 
of Walachia, Benjamin found 50 Jews The Wallachians pilaged the Greeks, but did not molest the Jaws, they even 
‘geve to their children Jewish names, and called themselves brothers to the Jews, In Conslantinople—thal s, across 
the inlet—ived 2,000 Rabbinte end $00 Karaite Jews, separated by a wall, In addition to celebrated teachers, there 
were sik workers, merchants, end bankers hey were cn disturbed byte tonnes near whom they ved, On the 
‘Greek islands also were many Jews: on Miylene wore 10 communities, on Ces 400 fers, on Semos 300, on 
Rhodes 400, and on Cyprus several communities, among whom wero some heretics: 


Intemal Constitution. 

Benjamin of Tudela, and Justian in his one hundred and forty-six novela, describe quite accurately tre communal 
alas the Jens ofthe Eastem erpre, Sncethe extinction othe patiarchate they had no central auihorty, In the 
several communities the heads ofthe academies (Yeshe pik,” dpxrpepaa) managed the altars, assisted by the 
eldrs(npeaiepc) of masters (magist),In Palestine the rabbs were designated by the Greek expression “wise 
et” (00g), a ie tha survved n te Sian communties curing the whole Middle Ages Guar. Rev 
235). The dalegates to the communties were caled anbooior. The "Cod. Theod” wv. 8,10 abo mentors the 
prmateso the Jens, When Benjamin of Tudela visted the Jews at Salonica, they had teir own mayor (EOopo4) This 
was during the reign of Manuel Comnenus (1143.80) who. as has been said, put fhe Jews of Constantinople under 
the jurisdicton ofthe common On ee Corlu, 
where the Jews were ncreasing, the tedio 
‘cay a sword. Here the Jes retained teir old consttuton even under Venetian rule (Romanos, in “Hesta,” Athens, 
1801, "Rev Et Juves "xu 69-74; concerning te Jewish commun of Got see Romanos, Ic) 
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Manuel somehow got the suicidal idea of inviting the Turks, a sworn enemy, to the palace and lavishly hosting them to showcase 
the empire’s wealth. He gave huge sums of gold for peace and land previously taken by the Turks. He even built a mosque in 


Constantinople for them. 
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‘Manuel attempted to forge personal relations with the Turkish Islamic dynasts of the East with less 
success. He brought them as guests into the palace and spend huge sums of money entertaining them 
there. Manuel even learned Turkish and had a sincere sympathy for their religion. To the horror of the 
Crusaders who visited the city Constantinople had a large mosque and regular Islamic services. 


"Manuel who knew that no barbarian is able to resist the temptation of gain, 





splendid men’s apartments. These consisted of gold and silver coins, kuriant raiment silver bechers, golden 
Theriklean vessels, linens of the finest weave, and other choice ornaments which were easily procured by the 
‘Romans but rare among the barbarians and hardly ever seen by them, On entering the men's apartments to 
which he had summoned the sulton the emperor inquired he wished to receive os gits the contents ofthe 
treasury at hand. When the sultan replied that he would take whatever the emperor offered him, the 
emperor posed a second question, asking if any oF the enemies ofthe Romans could possibly withstand ther 
‘assault should he pour such treasures on mercenary and native troops” 


pallasweb.com/deesis/qieat-palace-of-constantinople-12th-century tml 





"Seized wth wonder and answering that were he the master of such vast sums of money he would have 
subjugated his enemies long ago, the emperor said, "I present you with all these treasures so that you may 
know my generosity ond munificence and that he who is lord over such wealth is he who grants so much to 
one man” The sultan was delighted and astonished at the outpouring of money and, blinded by the desire of 
gain promisedto hand over Sebasteia and its lands to the emperor. Manuel gladly welcomed this promise 
and agreed to give him more money should he confirm his words by deeds” 


‘When the Sultan arrived in the city he was personally escorted by Manuel, who received the sultan 
‘wearing a specially made garment, a purple robe on which a "meadow" was embroidered in rubies and 
pearls, supposedly an Islamic motif the Sultan would appreciate. 


planned to shov the Sultan Haga Sophia but an earthquake shook the cty ard it was called off, 





pallasweb.com/deesis/great-palace- of- constantinople-12th-century.html 


Emperor Manuel's inviting the turks and showing off his wealth was the same exact mistake King Hezekiah made in showing the 
King of Babylon, who was an enemy, all the gold & silver in Jerusalem. See Isaiah 39. Constantinople was sacked and stripped of 
its wealth in 1204. 
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Isaiah 39:1-8 





The Babylonian Envoys 





Merodach-Baladan 








heard that he had bean sick and had re 





Haro) 
them, and showed them the house of his tr 


ad all is armory—all 









cintmen jat was found among his 
didn 


Thon Isaiah the prophet went to King 
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ezekiah, and said to him, “What did these men say, and 


from where did they’ come to you?” 





So Hezekiah said, “They came to me from afar country, from Babylon." 





‘4nd he said, “What have they seen in your house?” 





So Hezekiah answered, “They have seen all that is in my house; there is nothing among my 






own them, 





treasures that Ihave not 





5 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the Lorn of hosts: 6 Behold, the days are 








coming “when all that ie in your house, and what your fathers have ac 


all be lef, 1e LoRD. 7 ‘And they shall take away some of your 





be carried to Babylon: nothing 








sons who will descend from you, whom you will bagat; and thay shall be eunuchs in tha palace ofthe 


king of Babylon. 





880 Hezokiah said to Isaiah, “The word ofthe Logo which you have spoken is goad!” For he sei, 





At lest there will be peace and trath in my day 


The Venetians Attack Constantinople, 1204 CE 
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The Turks happily took all the gold foolishly given by Manuel | and did not honor the agreement. Manuel went to battle for the 
dishonor and ran a sloppy military offensive in which his army suffered. He was defeated and humiliated at Myriokephalon. He 


never recovered. 
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The Byzantines found itself in need of the West to keep the Turks from gaining further territory. Pope Urban II saw this an 
Opportunity for the Latin Church to expand east, & declared a Crusade. Differences in expectations results in further 
disaster for the Byzantines. 
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An estimated 90,000 men, women, and children of all classes were 
persuaded by political and religious leaders to participate in the 
First Crusade (1095-1202 CE), and their various motivations, long 
with those of the political and religious leaders ofthe time, must 
each be examined to reach a satisfactory explanation, Although we 
can never know exactly the thoughts or motivation of individuals, 
the general reasons why the crusading ideal was promoted and acted 
upon can be summarised according to the following key leaders and 
social groups: 


+ The Byzantine Emperor - to regain lost territory and defeat a 
threatening rival state. 


+ Merchants - to monopolise important trading centres 
currently under Muslim control and earn money shipping 
crusaders to the Middle East, 

« Knights - to defend Christianity (ts believers and holy places), 
follow the principles of chivalry and gain material wealth in 
this life and special favour in the next one, 


ancienteu/artice/1249/the-crusades-causes~-goals/ 





The matter of the Crusades had been conceived as a project to check the militant 


advance of Turkish Islam. It was against the Seljuks, “an accursed race, a race 
utterly alienated from God,” that Pope Urban II preached his fateful sermon at 
Clermont in 1095 “to exterminate this vile race from our lands” and set in motion 
350 years of crusader warfare. Despite the support of their Christian brothers in 
the West, this enterprise was to prove a lasting torment for the Byzantines. From 
1090 onward they were visited by successive waves of marauding knights, who 
expected support, sustenance, and thanks from their Orthodox brethren as they 
blundered south across the empire toward Jerusalem. Contact brought mutual 


Roger Crowley (2013). 1453: The Holy War for Constantinople and the Clash of bom ond 
the West. United States: Hachette Books. ISBN 9781401305581. 


The Crusades helped the Byzantines take back territory; yet there was no unity between the East & the Latin West. Differences 
in customs were so magnified that they viewed each other as aliens. The presence of a mosque in Constantinople totally 
disgusted the Crusaders. 
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the West, this enterprise was to prove a lasting torment for the Byzantines. From 
1090 onward they were visited by successive waves of marauding knights, who 
expected support, sustenance, and thanks from their Orthodox brethren as they 
blundered south across the empire toward Jerusalem. Contact brought mutual 
incomprehension and distrust. Each side had the opportunity to observe closely 
differences in customs and forms of worship. [ERG ORSCES Caine EU SCERHE REI 
imailed Western brethren as little more than uncouth barbarian adventurers; their 


mission a hypocritical exercise in imperial conquest disguised as piety: “they are 


indomitable 





in pride, cruel in character .. and inspired by an inveterate hatred 
the Empire™ complained Nicetas Chroniates. In truth the Byzantines often 
preferred their settled Muslim neighbors, proximity with whom had bred a 
certain familiarity and respect over the centuries following the initial burst of 
holy war: “we must live in common as brothers, although we differ in customs, 
manners and religion,” a patriarch in Constantinople once wrote to a caliph in 
Baghdad. The crusaders, for their part, saw the Byzantines as depraved heretics 
Who were dangerously oriental in outlook. Seljuk and Turkish soldiers regularly 
fought for the Byzantines; the crusaders were also appalled to discover that the 
tity dedicated to the Virgin contained a mosque. “Constantinople is arrogant in 
her wealth, treacherous in her practices, corrupt in her faith,” declared the 
crusader Odo de Deuil. More ominously, the wealth of Constantinople and its 





fabulous treasury of gem-studded relics left the crusaders open-mouthed. An 
oblique note of jealousy crept into the reports sent back to the small towns of 
Normandy and the Rhine: “since the beginning of the world,” wrote the marshal 
of Champagne, “never was 50 much riches seen collected in a single city.” It was a 
vivid temptation, 
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For receiving help from the West, the Byzantines gave in to trade concessions. Italian merchants set up quarters in Constantinople 
and monopolized maritime commerce. The Byzantines grew resentful towards the Italians as they were suffering economically. 
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Background [esi 
From the late 11th century, The first had 
been the Venetians | ‘Subsequent extensions of these privileges 


‘and Byzantium's own naval impotence at the time resulted in a virtual maritime monopoly and stranglehold over the Empire by the Venetians [$1 
Alexios' grandson, Manuel | Komnenos, wishing to reduce their influence, began to reduce the privileges of Venice while concluding agreements with her rivals: 
Pisa, Genoa and Amaifi 5] Gradually, all four Italian cities were also allowed to establish their own quarters in the northern part of Constantinople itself, towards 
the Golden Horn 

t accelerated the decline of the independent native merchants in 
favour of big exporters, who became tied to the landed aristocracy, who in turn increasingly amassed large estates |"! Together with the perceived arrogance of the 
Italians, it fueled popular resentment amongst the middle and lower classes both in the countryside and in the cities.(1) 
‘The religious differences between the two sides, who viewed each other as schismatics, further exacerbated the problem. The Italians proved uncontrollable by imperial 
authority: in 1162, for instance, the Pisans together with a few Venetians raided the Genoese quarter in Constantinople, causing much damage "I Emperor Manuel 
‘subsequently expelled most of the Genoese and Pisans from the city, thus giving the Venetians a free hand for several years. 
In early 1171, however, when the Venetians attacked and largely destroyed the Genoese quarter in Constantinople, the Emperor retaliated by ordering the mass arrest 
of all Venetians throughout the Empire and the confiscation of their property. There were also mass rapes and the burning of houses. A subsequent Venetian expedition 
in the Aegean failed: a direct assault was impossible due to the strength of the imperial forces, and the Venetians agreed to negotiations, which the Emperor stalled 
intentionally As talks dragged on through the winter, the Venetian fleet waited at Chios, until an outbreak of the plague forced them to withdraw !@) 
The Venetians and the Empire remained at war, with the Venetians prudently avoiding direct confrontation but sponsoring Serb uprisings, besieging Ancona, 
Byzantium's last stronghold in Italy, and signing a treaty with the Norman Kingdom of Sicily. Relations were only gradually normalized; there is evidence of a treaty in 
1179.1") although a full restoration of relations would only be reached in the mid-1180s.!"1l Meanwhile, the Genoese and Pisans profited from the dispute with Venice, 
sd 985 Ais esate at p19 60,00 Las edn Constr” 
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Resentment towards the Italians living in Constantinople turned into violence. From 1182 to 1183, Italians were killed in 
mob attacks in the Latin quarters. Some were able to flee while others were sold in slavery. The Byzantines and the West 
were now enemies. 


(42/51) Massacre of the Latins Military, political, and commercial pressure from the west had been building 
on the Byzantine Empire for a long time, but by the end of the twelfth century it 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia had taken on a very visible shape in Constantinople. A large italian trading 

7 community had been established in the city - the Venetians and Genoese were 

The Massacre of the Latins (Italian: Messacro dei Latini; Greek: Eepayr wv Aativuw) was a accorded special privileges and benefited accordingly. The profiteering, 

large-scale massacre of the Roman Catholic (called "Latin") inhabitants of Constantinople, the materialistic Italians were not popular: the Genoese had their own colony at 

capital of the Eastern Roman Empire, by the Easter Orthodox population of the city in April Galata, a walled town across the Horn; the Venetian colony was considered “so 

1182/1121 insolent in its wealth and prosperity as to hold the imperial power in scorn.” 


Waves of xenophobia swept the populace: in 1171 Galata was attacked and 


destroyed by the Greeks. 
‘The Genoese and Pisan communities especially were decimated | ogeCroiey 201) 1453: he Hol Wor fo Cantonal ond he Can of om end 
Ree RR {he Wait Unted State Hache sks GIN SEO!SOSSH 


The massacre further worsened relations and increased enmity between the Western and 
Easter Christian churches," and a sequence of hostilities between the two followed, 


The Roman Catholics of Constantinople at that time dominated the city's maritime trade and 
financial sector.) 
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enwikipedia.org/wiki/Massacre of the Latins 





The West took their revenge on the Byzantines for the 1183 Latin Massacre. In 1204, The Crusaders sacked Constantinople 


and stripped the city of all its wealth. When the Byzantines took back Constantinople after 60 years in exile, it was almost as if 


nothing was left. 
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“The following April, after a winter of murky internal intrigue during which the 


ee greatest cities of the Kingdom of France,” declared the French knight 
Geoffrey de Villehardouin. The city’s great heritage of art was vandalized and St. 
‘Sophia profuned and ransacked: “they brought horses and mules into the Church,” 
wrote the chronicler Nicetas, “the better to carry off the holy vessels and the 
‘engraved silver and gold that they had torn from the throne and the pulpit, and 
the doors, and the furniture wherever it was to be found; and when some of these 
beasts slipped and fell, they ran them through with their swords, fouling the 
Church with their blood and ordure.” The Venetians made off with a great trove of 
statuary, relics, and precious objects to adorn their own church of St. Mark, 
including the four bronze horses that had stood in the Hippodrome since the time 
of Constantine the Great, Constantinople was left a smoking ruin, “Oh city, city, 
‘eye of all cities,” howled the chronicler Nicetas, “you have drunk to the dregs the 
cup ofthe anger of the Lord.” tt was a typical Byzantine response; but whether the 
agent of this disaster was human or divine, the consequences were the same: 
Constantinople was reduced to a shadow of its former greatness, For nearly sixty 
‘years the city became the “Latin Empire of Constantinople," ruled by the count of 
Flanders and his successors. The Byzantine empire was dismembered into a 
scattered collection of Frankish states and italian colonies, while a large part of 
the population fh s 


As they tried to restore their fortunes and to face new dangers from 
the West, the Byzantines again turned their back on Islamic Anatolia, and paid an 
cever-deepening price. 
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In 1204 this history of mutual suspicion and violence returned to haunt 
Constantinople in a catastrophe for which the Greeks have never fully forgiven 
the Catholic West. In one of the most bizarre events in the history of Christendom, 


ES a a In was Enrico Dando 


the apparently blind, eighty-year-old Venetian doge, a man of infinite guile, who 
personally led the expedition. Sweeping up a convenient pretender to the imperial 
throne, the huge fleet sailed up the Marmara in June 1203; the crusaders 
themselves were perhaps startled to see Constantinople, a city of great Christian 
significance, forming on the port bow rather than the shores of Egypt. Having 
smashed thelr way through the chain that protected the Golden Horn, the 
Venetian ships rode up onto the foreshore and attempted to breach the sea walls; 
‘when the attack faltered, the octogenarian doge leaped down onto the beach with 
the flag in his hand and exhorted the Venetians to show their valor. 











The amount of wealth stripped from the Byzantines in 1204: the Crusaders took the bronze horses of the Hippodrome, all religious 
artifacts & relics (see 16/51), gold accumulated throughout the history of the empire, and architectural items of 


aesthetic value. 
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Constantinople, in 1204 CE, had a population of around 300,000, dwarfing the 80,000 in 





not only its size that impressed 





Venice, western Europe's largest city at the time. But it wa 





the Crusaders, its buildings, churches and palaces, the huge forums and gardens, and, above 


all, its riches struck awe in the western visitors. Then awe was swiftly replaced by greed. 
Monumental sculptures, countless artworks, books, manuscripts, and jewels which had been 
steadily accumulated by emperors and nobles over a millennium were all stripped away and 
cither destroyed or melted down for coinage. Furniture, doors, and marble architectural 
ements were ken avay Tor reuse elsewhere, and even the tombs of emperors, including 
chat of the great Justinian I, were opened up and their precious contents removed. 


a prize to France but, alas, this priceless icon was destroyed during the French 
Revolution Inanother example, a gold reliquary containing a fragment ofthe True Cross 
ended up in the cathedral of Limburg in Germany. 








Horses from the Hippodrome of Constantinople 














four bronze horses now in St. Mark's Cathedral in Venice were 
arena's monumental entrance 





probably once part of a chariot group which stood ato 


gate. 
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Relie ofthe True Cross 


The 1204 sacking of Constantinople left the Byzantine emperor in a crippled state as it lost all its wealth and was rendered so 
weak that it couldn’t manage to protect its provinces in Anatolia. But this loss will be felt by Europe and the entire West forever. 
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The world had lost something great and undefinable, as powerfully summarised here 


by the historian J. J. Norwich: 


By the sack of Constantinople, Western 
civilization suffered a loss greater than 
the burning of the library of Alexandria in 
the fourth century or the sack of Rome in 
the fifth - perhaps the most catastrophic 
single loss in all history. (306) 


The Turks under a leader named Osman, father of the Ottoman Empire, went on a series of conquests capturing territory from the 
Byzantine: Bursa in 1326; Pelekanos in 1329; Nicaea in 1331; Nicomedia & Pergamon in 1337; Scutari in 1338; and Thrace & Gallipoli in 1353. 
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No one knows the true origins of these people, whom we now call Ottomans. The domain of Osman, in northwestern Anatolia, directly confronted the 
‘They emerge from among the anonymous wandering Turkmen sometime around 


1280, a caste of illiterate warriors living among tents and woodsmoke, who ruled 
from the saddle and signed with a thumbprint and whose history was 
subsequently reconstructed by imperial myth-making. Legend tells that Osman 


Byzantine defensive perimeter that guarded Constantinople. Facing unconquered 
infidel land, it became a magnet for gazis, adventurers, and land-hungry refugees 
who wanted to try their luck under his command, Osman ruled as a tribal leader in 





was always destined for greatness. One night he fell asleep and had a dream, in touch with his people. At the same time the Ottomans had a unique opportunity to 
which he saw Constantinople, which, “situated atthe junction oftwo seas andtwo study the neighboring Byzantine state and to imitate its structures. The tribe 
continents, seemed like a diamond mounted between two sapphires and two learned literally "on the hoof,” absorbing technologies, protocols, and tactics at an 
emeralds, and appeared thus to form the precious stone of the ring of a vast extraordinary rate. In 1302 Osman won a first victory over the Byzantines that 
dominion which embraced the entire world.” Osman took upon himself the mantle brought prestige and recruits to his cause. Pushing forward against the crumbling 





of the gazis, which his tribe was poised to exploit. Luck and quick-wittedness in 
equal measure were to transform the realm of Osman from a tiny principality to 
the world power of the dream, 


imperial defenses, lhemmmanagedtonsolaterthercinynfsursanlackingrthetechmslogy; 

for sieges, it took a patient seven years of blockade betore his son Orhan captured 

the city in1326 and secured a capital-for-his small- kingdom: In 1329 Orhan 
——— 





Muslim warriors were now 
able to ride their horses to the sea's edge on their own lands and look out across 
the Bosphorus at Europe. On the far side they could make out Constantinople: the 
marching line of its sea walls, the enormous dome of St. Sophia, imperial banners 
fluttering from turrets and palaces. 





Boger Crowley (2013) 1453 Mhe Holy Wor for Constentinapie end the Clash of hiom and 
the West United states: Hoenete Beets, 5 9781401305581. 





In 1439, there was a short-lived truce to quash centuries of bitterness and differences between the Byzantines and the West. The East 
didn’t want to face the reality of their weak position, and refused to submit to the Pope. This arrogant decision sealed their fate. 
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During the Late Byzantine period, church authorities made efforts to unify 
the Latin and Greek churches. After the Fourth Crusade of 1204, the break 
between the two churches was considered definitive. For two centuries, 
various attempts were made to reconcile the breach, but the Latin domination 


of Byzantium and certain theological issues rendered these aspirations 





Eugenius IV met with Emperor John VIII Palaiologos. The emperor brought 
with him the most esteemed Byzantine intellectuals of the day, including 
Joseph II and Bessarion, who would remain in Italy promoting the cause of 
union after being ordained a Roman cardinal. Meeting in Ferrara untilan 
outbreak ofthe plague forced the assembly to move to Florence, the members 
debated issues such as primal papacy and purgatory. Political as well as 
theological issues were at stake. 






collapse of the empire, the Byzantine church renounced the agreement. 


metmuseum.org/toah/hd/rrbw/hd_rrbw.htm 


{gal council of the Roman Catholie church (1438-45) 
‘in which the Latin and Greek churches tried to reach agreement on their doctrinal differences 


and end the schism between them. The council ended in an agresd decree of reunion butthe 
EE The Council of Ferrara-Florence was not a new council but was the 


continuation of the Council of Basel, which Pope Eugenius IV transferred from Basel and which 
opened in Ferrara on Jan. 8, 1438. The Greek delegation, numbering about 700, included the 


Council of Ferrara-Florence, 





patriarch of Constantinople Joseph II, 20 metropolitans, and the Byzantine emperor John VIIL 
Palaeclogus. 


Discussions were held on purgatory and on the phrase Filioque ("and from the Son”) of the 
Nicene Creed, which sets forth the doctrine that the Holy Spirit proceeds from both the Father 
and the Son. The Greeks held that the Spirit proceeds from the Father only and had refused to 
accept the Filioque. 


On Jan. 10,1439, the council was moved from Ferrara to Florence when a plague hit Ferrara. 
After much discussion, the Greeks agreed to accept the Filioque and also the Latin statements 
on purgatory, the Eucharist, and papal primacy. The decree of union between the two groups 
(Lactentur Cacli) was signed on July 6, 1430 ANEAN] 
E Meanshilo, the Latins completed union agreements with 
certain other Eastern churches. No 
moved to Rome in September 1443. 





it document records the closing of the council, which 
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By 1359, the Ottomans laid their 1st siege of Constantinople but failed. With no aid from the West, the Byzantines’ only defense was 
their strong fortified wall which repelled two other sieges in 1402 & 1422. On May 29, 1453, Constantinople fell to the Ottoman 


muslims. 
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The Byzantines 


The Roman Empire was now greek at all, and was divided trom the rest of Europe for radtions, poliics and 
above ali religjon, because of he Eastern Schism of 1054, that hopelessly separated the Greek Orthodox 


Church and the Catholic Lalin. The highest poirt ot this dision was the thid crusade (1203) that had resuited 


In he overthrow of the Gresk emperors and the creation of the Latin Empire which lasted unti 1281, When 
‘Michael Vil Palacotonus recaptured the throne 
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Conatan This ime intervened, prowdertal, the Timur invasion, 
tat sefeated he Turkish amy at Angora and ance captured Sultan Bayazid, came up to Smyrna, tightening 


Europeans and Byzantine before returning abruptly Samarkand wh his Mongo's 


Europeans anc Greeks were not, however, abie to take advantage of the prostration In which had fae the 
Turks: France an 
by ihe Hussite eresy while he italian states tought tor supremacy in thier peninsula, So he Suitan Mehmed | 


(Munammad |) was abie to restore te orger in nis Kingdom, and his successor, 
torang ine Emperor John Vili to pay im a ute. 
The capital was once again saved, but shortly after Murad I|, thanks to the viciory over Ladisiaus of Hungary 


to Vama, he extended and eansoldsted is European domains cutting each terrestrial communication via 
between the cty and the rest ofthe world. 








1n 4451, at his death, on the throne wou be Me 2t-year-cia son Mehmed I that wouid have succeeded in 
taking Gonstantnople and become 20 "the Conqueror 


nto: mw arsbellica.t/pagine/mediavale/CostantinopolVccstantinopol_erg. him 


CONSTANTINOPLE B 


Jand continues fighting in he hundred years war the Habsburg emire was conwilsed 






From there onwards the destinies ofthe Turks and the Byzantines were always connected in 
‘one way or another, even Ifthe Selgiukids were overthrown by the Mongo! invasion of Hugalu, 
‘and replaced by another Turkish tbe, i possible even more fierce, tne Ottomans one, trom tne- 
ame of ther frst Lord Osman, Othman. 


The war between the Eastern Roman Empire and the Ottoman Empire, withthe exception of 
jent ahead 





Captured Adrianople, also In Thrace, where tne Sultan Immediately moveo his capital. 


‘The ability of the Turks however was net only military, But Indeed to taking advantage of the 
ftvalty of the Balkan peoples (Serbs, Grecks, Bulgarians) to consolidate tneir power, so that their 
miltary superionty would become increasingly overwelming. The crusade launched by urban V 
In 1969 (in which were involved Hungary, Serbia, Bosnia and Walachia) failed, as failed others 
attempts to unite the Balkan forces against the Turkish threat. With the defeats in Serbia's 
Kosovo (1389) and Vama (1444), In which the King Ladislaus of Hungary and Cardinal Cesarini 
died, definitively ends the attempting to organized a united resistance, while the Ottemans 
followed thier action iy snatching Thessaloniki to Venice and coming to Albania and Hungary. 


Of course, there was a certain small element within the walls of Constantinople that betrayed its host by leaving a gate unlocked for 
the Ottoman muslims to enter and breach the wall. But that is an entire separate thread that will be coming soon. 
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The final assault took place on May 29 in several waves 
of troops that attacked the western wall at its weakest 
ere | he Turks found an unlocked gate and rushed 








into the city, and in the melee that followed 






ETEEN CDA GIGA The Turks renamed the city 
Istanbul and converted the Hagia Sophia, the great 
cathedral built under the Byantine emperor Justinian, 
into the mosque. The last Byzantine strongholds in 
Greece were conquered in 1460. Istanbul remained the 
capital of the Ottoman Empire until this state was 
dissolved after World War I. 


https://www.encyclopedia.com/arts/arts-construction-medicine-science-and-technology- 
magazines/fall-constantinople 


Truth is pride killed the Byzantines. They relied too heavily on their wall and neglected their military for centuries. They accepted 
every result of their actions as being God’s wrath, but failed to learn from mistakes or even the practical word of the Holy Bible. 
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When pride cometh, 


then cometh shame; 
but with the lowly is 
wisdom. 


- Proverbs 11:2 KJV 


Pride goeth before 
destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before 
a fall. 


- Proverbs 16:18 KJV 





The Byzantines could’ve saved Constantinople by uniting with an old enemy, their Christian brothers in the West, but refused to let 
go of their bitterness. Perhaps, this is why Jesus said “Love your enemy” for God may send a far worse enemy for failing to do so. 
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But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that 
curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for 


them which despitefully use 
you, and persecute you. 


- Matthew 5:44 KJV 





